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Canadian Association of Slavists Annual General Meeting
Sunday 29 May 2023, 2:00-3:30 pm
York University

MINUTES


In attendance: Marko Stech, Piotr Kajak, Bohdan Klid, Jars Balan, Olha Klymenko, Megan Swift, James Krapfl, Lyudmila Parts, Johannes Remy, Andrii Krawchuk, Victor Peppard, Onyeka Ezeh, Natalie Kononenko, Peter Holloway, Donna Orwin, Valentyna Kharkhun, Mykola Zhurba, Paul Robinson, Andrea Chandler, Marta Dyczok, Taras Koznarsky, Frank Sysyn, Serhy Yekelchyk, Aileen Friesen, Natallia Kabiak, Nigel Raab, Althea Thompson, Chris Burton, Roman Tashlitskyy, Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn, Jeff Stepnisky, Kate Holland, Heather Coleman, Mark Conliffe. (34 total)

1.0 Call to Order and Welcome
1.1 Mark Conliffe greeted everyone and offered a territorial acknowledgment.

2.0 Mark called for a minute of silence to remember members of CAS who have passed away this year.

3.0 Mark called for a minute of silence to honour the victims of war in Ukraine.

4.0 Approval of the Agenda
4.1 Kate Holland moved acceptance of the agenda; Jars Balan seconded. Motion carried.

5.0 Approval of the Minutes of the 14 May 2022 Annual General Meeting (online).
	5.1 Lyudmila Parts moved the acceptance of the 2022 AGM minutes; Donna Orwin
             seconded. Motion carried.

6.0 Executive Reports
	6.1 President’s Report by Mark Conliffe.
	       6.1.1 Mark Conliffe presented his report, which is available at: 
                    https://slavists.ca/wp-content/uploads/CAS-Presidents-Report-2023.pdf
	6.2 Secretary-Treasurer’s Report by Joy Demoskoff.
	       6.2.1 As Joy could not be in attendance her report was read by Mark Conliffe and is
                    available at: 
                    https://slavists.ca/wp-content/uploads/CAS-Secretary-Treasurers-Report-2022-23.pdf
                    6.2.2 Paul Robinson asked, in light of an approximately $4000 deficit posted for this
                    year and forecast for next, about the financial plan going forward. 
                    6.2.3 Heather Coleman noted that in her report Joy recommended increasing 
       conference fees.
       6.2.4. Heather also noted that the new Finance Committee is committed to finding   
       low-risk sources of revenue for the association, and that a 
                   $6000 research grant for the CSP editor will be transferred from the CSP account to
                  The CAS account annually.
	      6.2.5 Mark Conliffe supported Kate Holland’s comment that the fees to include
                   virtual speakers at the annual conference are too high and that the conference 
                   should be in-person only in the future.
                   6.2.6 Paul Robinson moved acceptance of the report of the Secretary-Treasurer; Nigel
                  Raab seconded. Motion carried.
      6.3 Canadian Slavonic Papers Editor’s Report by James Krapfl.
             6.3.1 James presented his report, which is available at: 
             https://slavists.ca/wp-content/uploads/Editors_Report-2023.pdf
	6.3.2 Natalie Kononenko wondered why a colleague with whom she had worked in
             Kazakhstan considered Canadian Slavonic Papers to be a less prestigious venue for
             publication than a folklore journal. James replied that CSP is indexed on Scopus and is
             indeed prestigious internationally, however colleagues in the former Soviet republics
             must publish within circumscribed journals.
             6.3.3 Marta Dyczok moved to accept the report of the editor of CSP; Marko Stech
             seconded. Motion carried.
      6.4 2023 Program Chair’s Report by Kate Holland.
             6.4.1 Kate presented her report, which is available at:
             https://slavists.ca/wp-content/uploads/CAS-Program-Chair-Report-2023.pdf
      6.5 CAS Representative to ICCEES Report by Andrii Krawchuk. 
             6.5.1 Andrii presented his report, which will be made available at: 
             https://slavists.ca/association/governance/executive-reports/          
      6.6 CAS Representative to the International Committee of Slavists Report by Joseph Schallert
             6.6.1. Joe’s report is available at:
             https://slavists.ca/wp-content/uploads/CAS-ICS-17-Representative-Report-for-May-2023.pdf
             6.6.2 In his absence, Mark Conliffe proposed that any questions be sent to Mark to be
              forwarded to Joe.   
      6.7 International Relations Committee Report by Megan Swift
             6.7.1 Megan reported that the International Relations Committee will be dissolved
             going forward, as the international relations of CAS are aptly covered by the ICCEES and
             ICS committees.

7.0 Nominating Committee Report by Heather Coleman
      7.1 Heather presented the following slate of nominees to the CAS executive. Positions in
      bold are those that needed to be filled in 2023. Positions in regular font were not up for 
      re-election this year. The following slate of nominees may be viewed at:
      https://slavists.ca/wp-content/uploads/CAS-Nominating-Committee-2023.pdf

President, 2023-25 
· Lyudmila Parts, McGill University

Honorary President, 2023-25
· Donna Orwin, University of Toronto

Vice-Presidents, 2023-24
· Nigel Raab, Loyola Marymount University
· James Krapfl, McGill University

Secretary-Treasurer, 2023-26
· Joy Demoskoff, Briercrest College and Seminary

Editor, Canadian Slavonic Papers, 2023-25
· Rolf Hellebust, Brilliant Club university access charity (London, UK)

Members-at-Large, 2023-24
· Kristy Ironside, McGill University
· Serhy Yekelchyk, University of Victoria
· Erica Fraser, Carleton University
· Kate Holland, University of Toronto

Nominating Committee Members, 2023-24
· Mark Conliffe, University of Calgary (Chair)
· Aileen Friesen, University of Winnipeg
· Julia Rochtchina, University of Victoria

International Committee of Slavists, 2023-28
· Olga Mladenova, University of Calgary

CAS Representative to ICCEES, 2023-26
· Heather Coleman, University of Alberta

Graduate Student Representatives, 2023-24
· Althea Thompson, Concordia University
· Nicholas Morrison, Carleton University

Program Chair for CAS conference in 2024
· Daniel Pratt, McGill University

Local Arrangements Coordinator for CAS conference in 2024
· Kristy Ironside, McGill University

     7.2 Kate Holland asked about the practicalities of having the editor of Canadian Slavonic
     Papers residing in London, England. Heather replied that the CSP office will remain in Canada
     and remain the permanent mailing address to receive and mail out books for review.
     7.3 Heather Coleman moved that the slate of nominees to the CAS executive be accepted;   
     Frank Sysyn seconded. Motion carried.

8.0 Other Business
8.1 A revised version of the CAS Constitution was circulated for review via email on May 6 
    2023. Mark asked if there was any discussion of the revisions.
         8.1.1 Heather proposed the following amendment to the revised constitution: “That
         all conference attendees and those nominated to the Executive of the CAS be members
         in good standing by April 30.” Heather moved the amendment. James seconded. Motion
        carried with one abstention.
        8.1.2 Marta Dyczok requested that a special rate be charged for a “guest” who is not
        a member of CAS but who is presenting at the conference. The request was tabled for
        future discussion by the executive.
        8.1.3. James proposed the following amendment to the revised constitution: “Joint 
        membership is available to any two members who wish to carry only one subscription
        to Canadian Slavonic Papers. James moved the amendment. Heather seconded.
        8.1.4. Lyudmila moved that the revised constitution be adopted with the two amendments
       proposed. Kate Holland seconded. Motion carried.
8.2 A new Investment Policy Statement was circulated for review via email on May 6. Mark asked if there was any discussion. There was none. Nigel moved to accept the Investment Policy Statement. James seconded. Motion carried.
8.3 James moved to increase the Joint Membership fee from $115 to $155; and to increase the fee for Lifetime Membership from $1400 to $1725. Seconded by Marta. Motion carried.
8.4 James proposed that the Canadian Association of Slavists revise the eligibility criteria for the CAS / Taylor & Francis Book Prize, adding the criterion that at least one author of any book being considered for the CAS / T&F Book Prize must be a member of the CAS in the year when the book is nominated. Marko Stech moved the amendment. Nigel Raab seconded. Motion carried. 
8.5 Mark asked if there were any announcements from CAS members and there were none.

9.0 Adjournment
     9.1. Seeing no further business on the agenda and hearing no further discussion, Andrii 
     moved to adjourn. The 2023 Annual General Meeting of CAS was adjourned at 3:49 pm.

