Canadian Association of Slavists Annual General Meeting
Saturday 15 June 2024, 12:30-2:00 pm
McGill University

MINUTES


In attendance: Ruzhica Baruh, Katherine Bowers, Marcin Cieszkiel, Mark Conliffe, Joy Demoskoff, Simone Donders, Nicholas Dreyer, Vlada Fatiushchenko, Dejan Guzina, Rolf Hellebust, Sofiia Hladka, Kate Holland, Yuliia Hryshyna, Laura Jagelkova, Theo Jefferies, Piotr Kajak, Bohdan Klid, Natalie Kononenko, Taras Koznarsky, Andrii Krawchuk, Mariya Lesiv, Simon Malépart, Mark Minenko, Myron Momryk, Uliana Morozovskaia, Nicholas Morrison, Lyudmila Parts, Daniel Pratt, Hanna Protasova, Paul Robinson, Allan Reid, Alison Rowley, Sydney Shiller, Alison Smith, Althea Thompson, Pierre van Cutsem, Serhy Yekelchyk, Alexandre Zaezjev, Tijana Zderic. (39 total)

1.0 Call to Order and Welcome
1.1 Lyudmila Parts welcomed everyone to the AGM.

2.0 Minute of Silence to remember CAS Members who have passed away this year.
2.1 No members passed away this year.

3.0 Lyudmila called for a minute of silence to remember victims of the war in Ukraine.

4.0 Dr. Frances Pinter from the Central European University Press spoke to the CAS about Supporting Ukrainian Publishing Resilience and Recovery (SUPRR). She highlighted the work that CEU Press is playing in supporting the Ukrainian publishing sector, and establishing university presses in Ukraine. She distributed bookmarks and invited CAS members to support this initiative.

5.0 Approval of the Agenda
5.1 Rolf Hellebust moved the approval of the agenda. Kate Holland seconded. Motion carried.

6.0 Approval of the Minutes
6.1 Rolf Hellebust moved the acceptance of the 2023 AGM Minutes. Althea Thompson seconded. Motion carried.

7.0 Executive Reports 
7.1 Lyudmila Parts presented the President’s Report, which is available at: https://slavists.ca/association/governance/executive-reports/ 
7.2 Joy Demoskoff presented the Secretary-Treasurer’s Report, which is available at: https://slavists.ca/association/governance/executive-reports/ 
7.2.1 Rolf Hellebust moved the acceptance of the secretary-treasurer’s report, including the budget for the coming year. Alison Smith seconded. Motion carried.
7.3 Rolf Hellebust presented the Canadian Slavonic Papers Editor’s Report, which is available at: https://slavists.ca/association/governance/executive-reports/ 
7.3.1 Piotr Kajak moved the acceptance of the editor’s report. Kate Holland seconded. Motion carried.
7.4 Daniel Pratt was unavailable to give the Program Chair’s Report. His report is available at: https://slavists.ca/association/governance/executive-reports/ 
7.5 Heather Coleman was unavailable to give the ICCEES Report.
7.6 Joseph Schallert was unavailable to give the International Committee of Slavists Report. His report is available at: https://slavists.ca/wp-content/uploads/CAS-Representative-Report-regarding-ICS-17.pdf 

8.0 Mark Conliffe presented the following slate of nominees to the CAS executive. Positions in green are those that needed to be filled in 2024. Positions in black font were not up for re-election this year. The following slate of nominees may be viewed at: https://slavists.ca/wp-content/uploads/CAS-Nominating-Committee-Proposed-Slate-2024-2025-Final.pdf 

President
· Lyudmila Parts (McGill University), 2023-2025
Past President & Chair of Nominating Committee
· Mark Conliffe (University of Calgary), 2023-2025
Honorary President
· Allan Reid (University of New Brunswick), 2024-2025
Vice Presidents X2
· James Krapfl (McGill University), 2024-2025
· Nigel Raab (Loyola Marymount University), 2024-2025
Secretary-Treasurer
· Joy Demoskoff (Briecrest College), 2023-2026
Editor-in-Chief, Canadian Slavonic Papers
· Rolf Hellebust (The Brilliant Club, London), 2024-2026
Members-at-Large X4
· Kristy Ironside (McGill University), 2024-2025
· Luc Beaudoin (University of Denver), 2024-2025
· Kate Holland (University of Toronto), 2024-2025
· Mariya Lesiv (Memorial University), 2024-2025
Nominating Committee
· Julia Rochtchina (University of Victoria), 2024-2025
· Alla Nedashkivska (University of Alberta), 2024-2025
CAS Representative to the ICCEES (International Council of Central & East European Studies) 
· Heather Coleman (University of Alberta), 2023-2026
CAS Representative to the ICS (International Congress of Slavists)
· Joseph Schallert (University of Toronto), 2024-2029
Graduate Student Representatives (one MA student and one PhD student)
· Simon Malépart (MA student, Concordia University), 2024-2025
· Sydney Shiller (PhD student, Princeton University), 2024-2025
Program and Arrangements Committee Members, 2024-2025
· CAS Conference 2025 Program Chair
· CAS Conference 2025 Local Arrangements Coordinator 
Finance Committee X5 members
· CAS President Lyudmila Parts ex officio (2023-2025)
· CAS Secretary-Treasurer Joy Demoskoff (2023-2026)
· CAS Editor-in-Chief, Canadian Slavonic Papers, Rolf Hellebust (2024-2026)
· CAS Immediate Past Editor-in-Chief, Canadian Slavonic Papers, James Krapfl (2024-2026)
· CAS Immediate Past President Mark Conliffe (2023-2025)

8.1 Joy Demoskoff has recently resigned as CAS Secretary-Treasurer, effective August 1, 2024. Lyudmila Parts called for nominations from the floor for this position. There were no nominations.
8.2 Mark Conliffe proposed that the executive be empowered to act on behalf of the association.
8.2.1 Mark Minenko moved that the members agree to rely on the executive to act on behalf of the association to appoint a new Secretary-Treasurer as well as the Program Chair and Local Arrangements Coordinator for next year’s conference. Kate Holland seconded. Motion carried.
8.3 Mark Minenko moved the acceptance of the slate of nominations for 2024-2025. Rolf Hellebust seconded. Motion carried.
8.4 Rolf Hellebust moved the acceptance of the Report of the Nominating Committee. Alison Rowley seconded. Motion carried.

9.0 Report of the Workgroup on CAS conferences and the Federation
9.1 Lyudmila Parts reported on the findings of the working group, which consisted of herself, Megan Swift, Kate Holland, and Natalia Khanenko-Friesen. 
9.1.1 The advantages of separating from Congress included lower costs and the freedom to choose when and where the conference would be held. The Federation plans to rotate between Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver. They are also changing their process with regard to the Local Arrangements Coordinator, so there would not be a CAS representative in this position. 
9.1.2 The disadvantages included not having contact with other associations and losing the “large event feel.” The treasurer’s job will be a little larger. And editors from the various presses may or may not attend.
9.1.3 It was also noted that the Classical Association reported a “happy divorce” from Congress.
9.1.4 The survey that was circulated among CAS members was inconclusive.
9.2 Discussion followed.
9.2.1 Natalie Kononenko noted that it is nice to do events specific to the association, which would be possible if we weren’t tied to Congress. She also noted that you need people to plan it.
9.3 The workgroup proposed the following recommendations:
9.3.1 That the CAS hold an independent conference on a trial basis for three years, in different cities around the country where the largest number of members are located, i.e. Edmonton, May 16-18, 2025. 
9.3.2 The work will be divided into local coordination and program planning.
9.3.2.1 The LAC will take care of renting rooms and communicating with the university.
9.3.2.2 A committee of scholars, different each year, will evaluate submitted papers/panels and compose the Conference Program.
9.3.2.3 Savings will support graduate students’ participation in the conference.
9.4 Further discussion followed.
9.4.1 It was noted that the agreement with Federation is yearly and that returning will be a simple process.
9.5 Lyudmila Parts moved that CAS have a meeting of the whole membership later in the summer to vote on the recommendation. Daniel Pratt seconded. Motion carried.

10.0 Seeing no additional business, Lyudmila Parts moved to adjourn. 





Respecfully submitted,


Joy Demoskoff
June 20, 2024
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