Report of the Editor, Canadian Slavonic Papers / Revue canadienne des slavistes

Rolf Hellebust, June 15, 2024




After thirty years at the University of Alberta, and the last three at McGill University, the editorial base of Canadian Slavonic Papers / Revue canadienne des slavistes has now moved further in the direction of the rising sun – though not in fact entirely to London, England, which is only the location from which I have been editing the journal since January of this year.

Not entirely, because my remote activity – which I am also currently conducting without the benefit of university affiliation – has been made possible by dint of extensive logistical spadework by colleagues back home, mainly by my predecessor James Krapfl of McGill’s Department of History and Classical Studies. As Prof. Krapfl observed in his report last year at this time, the search for his successor revealed a need to reconsider the Editor’s responsibility for management not just of the journal, but of matters related to the running of the Canadian Association of Slavists itself, as these duties had accrued over time.

Thus, the CAS Executive began working in the latter half of 2023 to reallocate some of the Editor’s administrative duties to other Executive members, during which time I was brought on board as an associate editor, so that I could begin acquainting myself with journal procedures. The division of labour between senior editor and editorial assistant was also revisited; I have been liaising closely with both James and his assistant editor Guillaume Sauvé at the Université de Montréal, as has the new CSP/RCS assistant editor, Antony Kalashnikov. Antony is a historian of Soviet Russia and a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Waterloo, who has formerly guest-edited for CSP/RCS. I am extremely grateful for his expert contribution to the running of the journal over the past few months. I am, of course, no less grateful to James Krapfl for his meticulous Zoom briefings, and his continuing mentorship and patience with my learning pace. I have also been assisted by editor emerita Heather Coleman and other members of the CSP/RCS editorial staff.



Publication

Volume 65 (2023) of Canadian Slavonic Papers / Revue canadienne des slavistes appeared as two single issues and one double issue, with a total of 558 pages (up from the 2022 total of 538 pages). We published 16 refereed articles, three article translations, three introductions, two review articles, a memoir, a historiographical note, a meeting report, 57 book reviews, and an editorial celebrating 65 volumes of CSP/RCS. We also published our usual roundtable on the winner of the Taylor & Francis Book Prize, awarded in 2023 to John-Paul Himka for his Ukrainian Nationalists and the Holocaust: OUN and UPA’s Participation in the Destruction of Ukrainian Jewry, 1941–1944.

	Our spring issue featured a special section under the rubric “The Feelings of Progress: Peripheral Temporalities in Late Socialism.” For the summer issue we had the “Approaches to Decolonization” forum, and for our final, double issue another special section, “Ukraine’s Euromaidan and Revolution of Dignity.”

	In 2023 we had 55 article manuscript submissions, up from 36 in 2022. The highest number of submissions came from the United States, with Canada in second place, followed by Ukraine, Poland, Kazakhstan, Germany, and nine other geographical locations. Published articles included a large number on issues in contemporary history, as well as ruminations on the current state of Slavistics (in the “Approaches to Decolonization” forum) and contributions on topics in literature and cinema.

	The 2023 Canadian Association of Slavists Article of the Year Award went to Serhy Yeklchyk for his article “Uphill from the Maidan: centres of power in Kyiv’s symbolic geography” from the “Ukraine’s Euromaidan and Revolution of Dignity” special section. Our jury also gave honourable mention to Alex Averbuch for his article “Russophone Literature of Ukraine: Self-Decolonization, Deterritorialization, Reclamation,” from the “Approaches to Decolonization” forum.

Contributions to the Ukraine forum in vol. 64 from 2022 remain the most downloaded CSP/RCS articles over the past 12 months. This includes the most downloaded article of all since the beginning of our partnership with Taylor & Francis: David Marples’ “Russia’s War Goals in Ukraine,” with 6,982 downloads as of June 11. However, the top-ten list also includes three articles from the “Approaches to Decolonization” forum, from last year’s vol. 65. Overall, content relating to Ukraine and Russia continues to be very popular, dominating the usage and citation for the past year, including the Altmetric analysis used by Taylor & Francis to monitor the impact of scholarship through online interactions.

	Finally, I should note that author satisfaction remains above the Taylor & Francis Social Sciences average, with the most common score from CSP/RCS authors for overall satisfaction being a fantastic 10/10!



Subscriptions and Readership

In 2023, CSP/RCS had 223 individual member-subscribers, while 3,111 institutions had access to the journal, primarily through Taylor & Francis’s online “subject collection” subscriptions, such as their “Politics, International Relations, and Area Studies” and “Social Sciences and Humanities” library packages. The numbers of both individual and institutional subscribers are the highest since we began publishing with Taylor & Francis.

The best measure, though, of actual readership is full-text downloads. Over the last year we experienced a clear upturn, with just over 100,000 downloads via Jstor and EBSCO, and over 44,000 via Taylor & Francis Online – which offers new content, as opposed to the older content available through the aforementioned platforms. Taylor & Francis Online usage was up 49% from the previous year, by far the highest since the beginning of our partnership. Usage continues to be strong in 2024, with downloads 12% up in January-April in comparison to the same period last year.

Just under half of all downloads were from Europe, with 34% from North America. As usual, the USA accounted for the highest number of downloads, followed this year by Canada, with the UK in third place. Germany, China, the Netherlands, Australia, Ukraine, Poland, and France rounded out the top-ten list. This marks a return for Ukraine to the top ten, after dropping out the previous year. Discounting Ziejiang University in China (which appears as a statistical artifact in the Taylor & Francis calculations), the top downloading institution in 2023 was the University of Toronto, followed by Michigan State, Western, Oxford, and McGill.
 
As has been mentioned in previous editor’s reports, Taylor & Francis collects royalties and shares a portion with us. The full archive, updated to the latest issue, is available to all Association members at no charge on the journal’s page on the Taylor & Francis website. To maximize our royalties, members are encouraged to download articles as often as they need them, and to provide links for students to download articles directly from the Taylor & Francis site using their libraries’ subscriptions, rather than providing PDF copies.



Indexing and Impact

CSP/RCS is indexed by all the most important abstracting and indexing services in the humanities and social sciences. We are listed in the Scopus database – crucial for authors in Europe – which tracks citations by discipline; we are especially strong there in Literature and in the Visual and Performing Arts, but our profile in all categories has been rising. Since 2016, we have also been on the Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI), which allows us to be found on Clarivate’s prestigious “Web of Science.” Clarivate assigns official Impact Factors, but until last year CSP/RCS had not received one because Clarivate assigned them only to journals with citation rates above a certain threshold. Now, however, Clarivate has changed its policy, so for the first time CSP/RCS has an official Impact Factor, which has been calculated as 0.4 for 2022. This compares well, for example, with the 0.3 awarded to Slavic Review in 2021 (though they pulled ahead of us in 2022). The journal will receive its 2023 impact factor at the end of June.

Increasing impact is like investing: the more one has, the more one can get. CAS members are therefore encouraged to help maximize returns by citing CSP/RCS wherever possible.



Agreement with Taylor & Francis

As Prof. Krapfl noted in last year’s editor’s report, under the terms of our current contract, as of 2023 our publisher no longer operates with page budgets. Instead of a minimum number of pages, we now have to publish a minimum number of “core” and “non-core” items each year. The former include peer-reviewed research content (articles); the latter include other specialist and professional contributions. For CSP/RCS, our annual minima are 20 and 30 units, respectively.
 
This shift, as Taylor & Francis explains, reflects today’s digital publishing landscape, with articles being the unit primarily used and understood by librarians, consortia, funders and authors. It gives editors more flexibility in curating and compiling journal issues and volumes. At the same time, while our average annual number of core content pieces is slightly above twenty (and was counted at 25 last year, slightly up from 2022), we have fallen slightly short of this target at least once over the past decade; so we cannot afford to be too relaxed.




Administration

As indicated in my introductory remarks, the past months have seen significant changes in the way CSP/RCS is edited, in the scope of the Editor’s responsibilities beyond the journal, and in the geographical disposition of work. While James Krapfl already found it necessary to put the word “office” in quotation marks when describing the McGill CSP/RCS layout in his report for 2022, circumstances have become considerably more virtual in 2024. Although I have the advantage of being able to meet with my London-based colleagues at Taylor & Francis whenever I want, there are other things that are beyond my practical capacity, such as dealing in person with Canadian banks or handling books received by the journal for review. Thus, much of the physical, IT, and human resources that are critical for the functioning of CSP/RCS (and CAS in general) remain at McGill, and at the University of Alberta, the institutional home of the journal’s two previous editors. We owe a continuing debt of gratitude to these two universities.

	I have already mentioned the stellar work done by Antony Kalashnikov, our Assistant Editor. I am also supported by a strong team of associate editors: Heather Coleman and Piotr Kosicki continue; after the departure of Megan Swift, James Krapfl has agreed to stay on as an associate editor (a role that understates the extent of his continuing involvement with the journal); and Inna Tigountsova of University College London has joined as well. Natalie Cornett at McGill continues as book review coordinator, a role newly created in 2022. Katherine Bowers has stepped down as book review editor for Literature & Culture, and has been replaced by Dragana Obradović of the University of Toronto. Jane Hacking and Eva Plach continue as Language & Linguistics and History book review editors, respectively. Raymond Taras is stepping down as Social Sciences book review editor, and we are currently seeking a replacement.

Many thanks to all these members of the CSP/RCS editorial staff, as well as to our editorial and advisory board members, who continue to render faithful service, recommending reviewers in their fields and often taking on the review of manuscripts that are difficult to place, offering opinions on questions of editorial policy, and proposing special issues.

Our members have, as always, made an essential contribution as book reviewers and article referees. I would especially like to thank those who generously contributed their time and expertise to evaluate manuscripts submitted to CSP/RCS. Without their anonymous work, the standards of our collective enterprise would be impossible to maintain.
 

